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HERITAGE FLOWERS WHEN IT’S PRESERVED

New York.- Vicki James Yiannias

In order to understand our Greek American
heritage, to reclaim and to celebrate our lost his-
tory of the last 120 years, we must move swiftly
to save and preserve our historic material,. “So
much of our cultural material has been lost over

time or is now at risk—including our historical
newspapers, books, photographs, and music,’
historian and archivist MeletiosPouliopoulos
told the GN, “Our cultural heritage is at risk.
There is nothing more precious and nothing
more important. If we don't act now, there will

be nothing left for future generations.”

St. George Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Man-
chester, NH, whose community was established
in 1905, is presently taking action to preserve its
past, establishing the St. George Memory Pro-
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pct{Library Organization and Oral
Hiswory)a free ZOOM event an
March 7, tided, "Greek Heritage - The
Raad to Preservation™lunched the
prajectwithasaeening of the just -dig
tized fllm, “St. Gearge Memory: The
Histaric March to the New Church
{1966)" The digitization of the 16mm
film ,which Is the first part of the St
George Memary Project &s an example
of what is needed for the preservation
af Greek Amercancultural heritage

Without interest and attention,
this1966 film documenting the com-
munity’s historic procession from the
ald church 1o the newwoukl have lan-
guishedundigitized, in its round tin,
not seen and unapprechatedin the
churchs library archive, because the
I6mm format & obsakte. “Who
woukd have such a projectar?” sid
Pouliopoulkss, who proposed the St
George Memory Prakct and digitized
the film.

For many, it wasa charged emotion-
al experience 1o see that day in 1966
when, according % an article of the
time in the Hellenk Chronide, head-
ed by Rev Gearge Papaoannou, a si
Jent procession of mare than 500 pa-

rishioners walked mare than a mile
fram the partshs ald community cen-
ter %o the new churchwhere Metro-
palitan Emilianos of Seluda, exiked
Grand Chancellar of the Patriarchate,
myet them and conducted the first Di-
vine Liturgy in the new church

The St Gearge Memary Pro-
Jectspecifically the Oral Histary part
of the project, is designed %o actively
imolve the younger generationin the
specil mission—at which the young
excd, because their persuasion mat-
ters— of reaching out to engage all
past and present living members, the
church organizations and entire com
munity % pull together their histories.

Two parts of the St Geange Memwo-
ty Project, the library and hswory
ra0m, were

created in the basement of the a-
thadral some years back by Gearge
Kitsis, who has been feaching Madern
Greek inguages dasses there for over
40 yaurs. Over time many historic
books, photographs, and journak
have been donaked to the library,
which also houses icons dating to the
carly 19005 brought from the ald
church,as well as historical artifacts of
GreckAmerkan Culture

A project like the St Geonge Mem-

ory Project requires aking action an a
serious desire to preserve Greek
Amerkan cultwre  Two years ago,
Pauliopaulos presented o Phil Liakas,
Chair of the Education Commyitiee at
St George, a proposal to creake 3 proj-

et 00 atakog and organize all of the li-
brary hoklings and to conduct an aral
history projest, beginning with the se-
nlor members of the cammunity, sev-
enty-five years old and aver.FoBlawing
a review by the current president,

Gearge Skaperdas, the project was
presented %0 the Parsh Councll and
was unammously accepted  The St
Gearge Memory Praject has been in
the works for some tinmse but was re-
cently kickstarted by theinterestof the
Sophis Anagnostos Ramis family, who
donated generowsly to the project in
her hanor

Sophia was the Suncay School Su
pervisorin the early 19605, and it was
during her temure that the Sunduy
Schoal grew from 50 10 450 pupils and
fram five %o thirty-five teachers. Im-
portandy, the lectures, antides and
mamals that she prepared were so
recognized that the Archdiocese ad
apted some for use in the dassroam

The founder of Greek Cultural Re-
sources, a cultural nan-profit preserv-
ing Greek heritage. Meletios Foulkop-
oukos has documented and archived
thousands of Greek recordings for
over 30 yeurs. Born in Mandhester,
NH, Pouliopoulaslived in the St
George Greek Orthodax Cathedral
cammunity until 1980, He chaose St
Geargebecause of the churchis vibram
cammunity, and his deep persanal
cannection there. For mare inkrma
tion on  preservation:  MeketiossE
GreekCul ture Resources orng.
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